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TO THE CHRISTIAN REFORMERS OF LEEDS. 





rug 


EAT i ; 


CHRISTIANS, Giltspur Street Compter, Oct, 23, k 23... 
Wen Mr. Carlile stated that it was his intention to address a 
No. of “The Republican” to each ‘of the Christian Sects of this® 
country, I expected there would be one addressed to you, for, 1oh: 
are,a, sect though an obscure, one; and I certainly ‘expected to 
, See you roughly handled. It seems, however, that you “are not 

thought worthy of a separate’ address?" aiid, pertiaps; thete isthe 
less’ Occasion for it; since the obseryatiéns,on} tlie tenets, of the 
Methodists equal apply to you; your doctrines are, I think, ‘the 
same, and such of. you as are strofig in faith and have ally re 

for the honour of your rélivion Sight toveply to, Mi. Carlile’s ad- 
dress to the Methodists. 

In thus publicly addressing you, [ hope I shall not incur the 
charge of presumption, I have the fewer scruples on this point, 
when! consider, that I am personally known to some of you; and 
those; I am confident, will clear me of the charge of being pre- 
sumptuous. I ‘cannot say, that 1 address you in perfect good fel- 
lowship; for, though I think no worse of a man for not thinking 
as Ido; I do think worse of him when, instead of manfully and 
eandidly mgeting his opponent in the open field ‘of discussion, in 
order that truth may be elicited, he seeks to destroy him by ca- 
lumny and misrepresentation; when, instead of endeavouring to 
soften the prejudices ofa misled and ignorant people, he ‘fans 
their antipathy into hatred by representing his antagonist as the 
enemy of their present and future happiness. But I can safely 
say, that I have no personal quarrel with any of you. I have seen 
some of your fair members daplay all the madness of the furies ; 
and some of your grace-fed images of the Divinity shew all the 
spite, hatred, revenge, and rage, which it is possible to picture in 
one of your malignant sprites; but if was no personal concern of 
mine; and as tothe odd pranks which some of you have played 
since I ceased ‘to, be an inhabitant of Leeds, T have nothing to. do 
with them here; it is of your religion I would speak, and not of 
your bacehanalian and midnight brawls. : ; 
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My object, im addressing, you may, he, stated,im.a few words. 
You have, as far as lay in, your power endeavoured, to prevent the 
promulastion of principles, which J believe, would, ,if generally 

own, confer..on.man a greater share of happiness, than has,hi- 
therto been, his lot; and this you have done without.shewing 
these principles to be erroneous, or your own doctrines to be 
founded in truth and agreeable to common sense and reason. 
And as reason is my scle guide in matters which cannot be;re- 
duced to mathematical demonstration; and,as,the Christian. reli- 
gion must, either be reasonable or unreasonable, I have come to 
the determination respectfully to request, that you will cause some 
one of your preachers, or any other member of your church whom 
you,may, deem competent, to stand forth and defend his and your 


Aeligion so1g1Ly,upon the ground. of its, reasonableness.,, This I 


conceive is no. unreasonable request; especially.as you, will, find 
upon reflection, that you reject all those, religions termed_idola- 
trous, upon, no other grounds than that, they are, uzreasonable. 
You ought, in fairness, to shew your. own religion, to, be reasona- 


ble, or reject, it, also, | 


. * . 


_, it is.indisputable, that there are more religions than one in the 


world which claim,a divine,origin; and this.evident truth ought 
to. be sufficient to induce you to doubt of your religion, and com- 


pel you to enquire what and. why, you; believe... If,such,a being 
existed as a supreme,and immutable, nuler of the universe;,,and if 
he ordained that we should pay homage to, him.in some particular 
manner, certainly we might expect.to see him consistent with him- 
self;, we should all be of one opinion, because as, it, would bejhis 
desire, we could not be otherwise. We should, have no, religious 
broils; we should no longer cut one another’s, throats, ander, pre- 
tence of adding’glory to a being who would be, himself the foun- 
tain, of all glory; ,theze would be but.one religion, oacl} 
_,_But, what is,the fact? Dopwe not behold a thousand altars raised 
AIA OHE nd, deities; ¢ach altar stained | with, the blood | of, vic- 
» gac mate possessed of the worst passions of human, nature? 


lp 
An APY IONE of the, multitude of religious bodies, shew any 


be 
SEB 
- be “+ . . . 

every party in proof of the truth of its particular doctrines, All 


tinguishing mark, of the favour of a superior intelligent power 
which the others cannot produce? Can you, Christian, Reform- 
’ dduee evidence of the truth of your religion whieh cannot 
iced by others No: the, same, evidence is,.offered, by 


have sacred hooks written either by.God. himself, or by,his,ex- 
ess command; and all teach, that to ;dishelieve or to ridiqule 


these sacred books is an offence, against,the, Gods);deserying; pu- 


pishment, which is more or less severe ,as, the .Gods are more or 


ess tyrannically and unjust, Each can_boast..of ;martyrs,to, its 
faith; each produces innumerable miracles wrought byythase who 
were particularly distinguished for, their. piety, or, their, villainy ; 
and each looks upon ‘ieelf as infallible, and, upon. its; neighbours 
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as heretics and blasphemers. Then how absurd; iow unjust, how 
repugnant to common sense and reason, must it be to account 
that ‘man wicked who has the honesty to avow himself of no reli- 
‘gion; who'will neither be a dupe himself nor dupe others? » You 
ann ever make converts to your religion by representing Atheists 
to be monsters who ought to be driven from the society of men: 
but you may make hypocrites. The man who sees clearly that 
relivion is an imposture, but who has not the strength of mind to 
bear the calumny ofa world of slaves, can never have his opini- 
ons shaken by abuse, but le may be compelled to appear what he 
is not; he may wear a mask; and to this, thousands have been 
driven by Caristian persecution and Christian illiberality. 

Of the numerous idolatrous religions, let us take one of the 
midst prominent, and let us see upon what ground you reject it as 
being a false religion. . Mahomet, a name as revered and as well 
‘Known ‘as that of Christ, does not call himself the son of God; 
but'as a’ prophet he declares he hegl his authority from heaven ; 
and“yéu'say the same of your saviour and prophet Jesus Christ; 
and the Koran carries as much internal’ evidence of the truth of 
thé assertion of the one, as the Bible does of that of the other. 
Here then, there is no difference between you. | Christ wrought 
miracles; ‘and so did Mahomet. Christ’s miracles were attested 
by thousands of eye’ wittiesses;* and so say the Mahometans of 
the’ miracles of their prophet. Jesus prophecied; and so did Ma- 
homet:' Christians have died in defence of their religion; and so 
have’ thousands’ of pious Musselmen in defence and in honotr of 
the’ only true religion of which Mahomet is the prophet. The Bi- 
ble'is ‘a revelation from God; and so is the Koran. Where then 
is| the’mark of the superiority of your religion over the Mahometan 
religion ;' ‘and how are we to decide which, or whether either of 
them, is the true one? Yow cannot say that God never revealed 
himself to the cunning Arabian. You cannot’ say that’ miracles 
‘could not be workéd by Mahomet. You cannot deny’ that ‘the 
‘Koran’ may ‘have been a'revelation from heaven. ‘‘Tt’is wot for you 


“to oa Mahometan religion because it is made ‘up of miracle, 
mys 
altoget 


; and revelation. “No; you reject it because’ the thing is 
ther unreasonable, and it’ is your deep-rooted prejudices, the 
foree of early impressions‘ upon your minds, together with your pride, 


‘which prevent you from seeing that to be unreasonable in yourselves 


which you'ean sée so easily in others. You do not hesitate to ac- 


‘ knowledge that évery religion excepting your owt is unreasonable ; 
‘land this shews that ‘there is'a less degrée of faith between a Chris- 
‘tian and & Materialist than may at first be supposed: ‘you reject a 
© thetisand religions because they are unreasonable, and I, upon'the © 
'' sameé ground, teyect but a thousand and one. , 
W Phe Mahometan religion, in some respects, is superior to the 


Obristian religion; and the Koran a much ‘better book than the 
Bible.’ There'is nothing in the Koran to equal your filthy, ‘dis- 
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gusting tale of the miraculous conception. What a God! a pure 
and all-wise God carnally connected with a woman inorder to pro- 
duce. himself before his own children! The mighty spirit of the 
universe dallying with a carpenter’s wife to bring forth another, 
infinite which already existed! Say, Christian Reformers, if you 
think such things are in accordance with that noble faculty of the 
mind—reason. 

All sacred books abound in foolish and absurd stories; but 
your Bible, in this respect, is a match for any of them. If you 
read in the Koran, or in any profane history, of a talking jackass ; 
of the walls of a town falling at the sound of rams’ horns; of a 
man travelling to heaven in a chariot of fire; or of God ordering 
a fellow to bake his bread with human dung; you would not hesi- 
tate to treat such stories with the contempt and the ridicule they 
deserve. How differently you speak of them when they are to be 
found in your Holy Bible! 

Besides, a number of minor cbsurdities, such as witchcraft, divi- 
nation, the walking of spectres, &c. &c., which an orthodox Chitis- 
tian is bound to believe, there are four exseritial dogmas of Chris- 
tianity which are as diametrically opposed to reason as the most 
gross. superstition, ever practised upon the face of the earth. 
These are :— 

First: The Trinity; or the doctrine of the existence of a one 
supreme God, at the same time that there exists three res 
each.of whom is a supreme and an infinite God. 

Second: The fall of Man; or the doctrine’ of the introduction 
of évil into the world through the disobedience of a first man;. and 
the doctrine of punishing every human mola born into the world 
for the fault of one man. 

Third: ‘The Redemption; or the doctrine of the death of one 

rson atoning for sins of the whole world. 

And fourth: The doctrine of eternal punishment. 

These are essential doctrines in your system, shew them to be 
reasonable if you can. Never mind what the Bible says, or what 
God says, or how he meant such and such passages of his word 
to be understood; shew these doctrines to be reasonable and you 
will work a greater miracle than ever Christ did, and will do,a far 
greater service-to your church than by knocking out the brains of 

-a dozen infidels, and depriving another dozen of. their liberty and 
their homes. 

Christian Reformers! If you really prefer trath.to falsehood, 
and knowledge to!ignorance, put your priests to. this test, require 
them ‘to shew to the world that you do not profess areligion which 
reason does not warrant. Bring them to this point, and you, will 
find that your “ nicest man” will not, dare not, publicly adyocate 
the reasonableness of these doctrines. Bear in mind, that your 
religion is either reasonable or it is unreasonable;_it must be the 
one or the other; and if none of you dare attempt to shew its rea- 
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sonableneéss, you may rest assured that your unbelieving towns- 
men will not fail to set you down as a body of men so besotted 
with ignorance, so slavishly superstitious, so lost to all honourable 
feeling and self-respect, as to prefer groping in the dark to walk- 
ing in the noon day sun, lest your opponents should clearly per- 
ceive your partially hidden deformity. 


I am yours, &c. 
H. BOYLE. 





MISS M. A. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 


TO THE VIRTUOUS AND HEROIC MARY ANN 
CARLILE. 





Mapbam, 
For your exertions in the cause of free discussion, I beg your ac- 


ceptance of the enclosed Five Pound note from 
| “ AN ENEMY TO PERSECUTION.” 


N. B. To this most, generous friend, Mr. Carlile and his 
Sister return their, most sincere thanks,— Understanding that 
it is the same who, has so liberally remitted to Mr, C. Mr, 
Tunbridge, and Mrs, Wright, they beg to state that his con- 
tinued, liberality makes them the, more anxious to, know 
bim, and hope the time will come when secrecy will be no 
longer necessary. 





TO -THE.EDITOR.OF THE. REPUBLICAN. . 





Srr, ) Oct.) 23. 
Havine now a little leisure, I will beg leave to trouble yow with 
afew observations on a letter in your ‘:Republican,” signed J. 
Watson, ‘Brewer Street, inserted in No. 2, Vol. 8, in answer to.a 
letter signed I. G. in which Mr. Watson congratulates the useful 

tt of the community, on adopting the doctrine of Materialism, 
and thereby joining in sentiment, the learned, the collegians, and 
thé’ priests, who disbelieve an “almighty supernatural intelligent 

wer.” In making my remarks, I may not perhaps wholly con- 
fine myself to this letter, but introduce some quotations from your 
own works and others; for which, as my object is the elucidation 
of important truths, I shall make but little apology, as mvitation 


is still held out to discussion. 
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The first thing Ishall remark on, is Mr. Watson's great extent of 
judgment, and promptitude of decision. He concedes to h:°G. 
‘that if any single part of matter, or the universe, animate “or i+ 
animate could not have existed without a designer, every part oral? 
parts could not have existed without a designer also,” and‘a little 
further on he says, “‘ though I have admitted that some’ ‘parts’ of 
organized matter appear to have proceeded from design, there are 
other parts, if it were so” (i. e. if it had proceeded from’ design) 
that shew the artificer to\have been a great bungler. Thus he 
promptly decides, and thus would: 


*¢ Teach eternal wisdom how to rule ” 


Mr. Watson has further on said, ‘ that all which I. G. has stated 
of the animals he cites, appearing to be the effect of design: is 
founded in truth,” and that it ‘‘ does appear to the cireumscribed 
minds of such persons, that animated nature and) the universe 
came into existence from the design of some intelligent power.” 
‘‘ But it only appears to them.” He. then-launches into an elabo- 
rate description of the processes of nature, and complains that 
they (those circumcised-minds) are unwilling to allow that. pas- 
sive effect can produce a vital cause; that that which is depend- 
ent and powerless, has power to produce that which is. independ- 
ent and powerful; that they will not allow matter, undesigning 
matter to produce intellect, for that very ridiculous reason, be- 
cause she is not possessed of it herself, they roughly or roundly 
asserting, that to produce it she must have it to produce. 

He virtually complains, that their reason is. so ;crreumscribed, 
it will not allow that to be a primary cause which acts, without 
design, because, if without design, it acts by. compulsion:+-and 
for shortly saying, intelligence must preside, or all would be effects 
without a cause;,compulsion without a power to compel. These 
objections, he avers, are only made by men of limited. or. circum- 
scribed minds; the learned and men of science scout them. The 
learned and men of science adopting the impossible. side of the 
questions; a.side which common sense flies from! Thus is exem- 
plified, Ahe advantages of free discussion, by developing the. base 
on which they erect the learned and boasted opinion: or doctrine 
of Atheism; and the little advantage the learned have over the 
unlearned, with respect to their most vital interests; .the latter 
going a short and strait road to the end; while the former, by the 
multitude of their turnings, are confused, embarassed and doste i: 

It is,amusing, and at the same time deplorable, to contemplate — 
the errors we poor mortals are liable to slide. into, if we do mot 
narrowly examine every plaee on which we set our foot; itis) la- 
mentable to see learning and science, which should unravel and 
elucidate, confounding, and blinding, and enlisting on the side-of 
absurdity. : ' y 

Now, Sir, before we proceed any further, let us, inquire what 
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we)are inquiring about; the answer to which will be, we wish! to 
demonstrate the existence or non-existence of an intelligent al- 
mighty.power. An almighty power without intelligence, let me 
rve, en passant is an absurdity or anomaly; it is a free power 
under, restriction; possessing all without all; or possessing all, 
yet lacking that: which is most vital and important; and without 
which, perhaps, you will find there exists no power at all. Such 
almighty intelligent power once discovered or demonstrated, "you 
will admit all his attributes, such ‘as infinite or perfect wisdom, 
knowledge, goodness, &c. that he is omniscient, onmipresent, 
&c., because any imperfection argues a deficiency, and deficiency 
argues controul or higher power which would be impossible as 
nothing ‘caw be more powerful than all-powerful, higher than the 
highest)» With respect’ to the essence of such being, 1 think ‘the 
controversy cannot last long; for such being having ‘the intire 
command and absolute power over all things ( or rather he him- 
Self ‘being all) he could change the appearances, positions, or 
substances of things according to his will; thus, if annihilation is 
philosophically objectionable: he could resolve ‘such substance, if 
the:term be more aeceptable, into’ the ‘substance of His’ own 
essence; now the substance or esserice of such being must ‘ever 
remain unknown; because) ‘there is nothing to fix it; himself 
alone can have a: knowledge of it; weré it known to any other 
being be could not'be almighty, as the limits of his power would 
be fixed and known, of consequence under restraint and dominion, 
or subject'to power above him: Now, Sir, if we find this intelli- 
gent almighty power, or demonstrate his existence, as | think we 
shall, 1 rather suspect you canriot fail to have the same idea of him ; 
and -if you“have, we shall not quarrel, whether you call him a sub- 
stance or a spirit; neither will you reject demonstration on ac- 
count of some minor objections, concerning good and evil ; for, 
without moral ‘liberty, how is virtue to exist, there could be ‘no 
more merit in the man than the mountain, if he could not do’ evil 
as well as'good: There may (we must admit) be many things in- 
explicable in the conduct of such unlimited power, or which our 
eapacity cannot compass; but'we have always this consolation, 
that such ‘a power can ‘never be its own enemy, or be the enémy 
of any of his works, which by an abuse'of his gifts, or a perver- 
sion of their powers deserves not his enmity. ute 

»\\[shalbnow come after those preliminary observations to’ the 
main position of Mr:‘Watson; then I shall not follow him through 
albthe circumlocutions ‘and involutions of his theoretic flight; but 
immediately join issue upon that question, whether matter with 
~ ssnothing like intelligence connected with it,” could prodtice an 
intellectual: bemg?' And ‘to’this, I think, the answer may be ex- 
tremely short, by asking; what is this intellectual being, when 
the fact of production is admitted, but matter connected with in- 
tellect? Or intellectual matter, or sublimated substance, if you 
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please; for whether intellect depends on’ organization, or an 
Organized nervous system; nay, whether intelligence is *aequired 
‘or innate, it makes no difference, the connection is -apparent,’ the 
‘identity ‘is insisted on, that intellect is matter. Again, matter ‘ap 
a sole and eternal disatendes or as the all of naturé ‘must “be!'a 
‘self-directing or disposing power; and having thepower'to organ- 
ize’'an ‘intellectual being; to erect itself into an intellectual. being 
it‘must*have been eternally intelligent, or which’ is: exactly the 
same,/always have possessed ‘the power to be so;) man aaa 
being the example and the proof. 

6 JSPhis Will admit of'no limitation, for one particle ising pieonyti- 
ble ‘of animation or intelligence, every particle must be equally 'so, 
for all must be co- equal and co-eternal, according to the hypothe- 
sis Pam‘examining; to illustrate which, TF will eee 
the'poetry’Mr. Watson has extracted from Shelley!) ; proweg 


OGY, iatri 


* There is not one atom of yon earthi 
ey 8 But orice was living man; 
Pk 198°OO Nerthe minutest drop ‘of tain; ' is 
roWeOw ty ‘Ohba hangeth m its thinnest. cloud, 9 | ind 
. povoter ydBut flowed za;hauman veins.” is | 


“TO which ‘we’ Awl add for 'the sake’ of aretiment : 


Past: OF 


ies 


‘Ne r r yet one speck of yon nanos ky, 
But that hag tasted ‘of vitality, Hh 


i, Now, admitting. this, what does iit prove 4 Why, that matter 
with ‘nothing like, intelligence connected with it;”) could not pre- 
duce. an intellectual being: butthat, if matteris the sole existence, 
and as a consequence, if matter did produce an intellectual being ; 
matter must: have the,universal and eternal power of preduction, 
must be universally and eternally intelligent, eyery atom | intellec- 
tual, and as you, will admit, or have, 1 believe, admitted; that 
worR than one independent, or supreme power cannot exist, there 

must bean imtelligent, eternal, almighty power. +lm other words, 
ithatamatter collectively; or.as a uniqueor sole existence, isan in- 

Satesian slimighty eternal intelligent power or being; andi thus 
resolved into one power dependent on his owm will alone; his 
essence or,substance will then elude the scrutiny of all finite 
-beings:, and how much is this impossible-to-be described essence 
Js different from spirit, it is futile or useless to inquire, 

»| If, Sar,,this reasoning is not conclusive, be:so. kind as to. point 
out itsifallacy ; do not say itis not demonstration, without) you 
can; point out where. the ideas are disconnected;) let ithe, examin- 
ed with geometric precision, with a mind cool as.alpine onenen, 
serene as the,autumnal eve, severe as Asiati¢e climes. ant 

Again, Sir,d)believe you will find, independent of any wstialilin 
ation jof intellectual being, subject to the laws of nature, or with- 
out,referring thereto, there must be an intellectual or vital energy 
/presiding above,all nature; for let the processess:.of nature be 


/ 
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explored to infinity, reason unbiased reason, or common »sense, 
or ordinary sense, will tell you, that which has no inherent energy, 
or vital spring of.action, or has not life,-moves or acts by com- 
pulsion; examine every minute of nature separately; ask what 
gives them their forms, their qualities, their motions, or their pow- 
ers? You will find that what they receive is from compulsion, what 
they give:is, by compulsion,:if they move, if they meet, it is net by 
choice, for they have none, if they are stationary, it is the same; 
one thing. impels another, perhaps beyond the reach of finite eapa- 

city to ascertain: but still there cannot be an endless. system of 
dependence. without support, an endless chain of effects without a 
cause, an endless system ofcompulsion, without a power to. com- 
pel:, therefore, there must be.a vital, upholding energy, af course 
possessing intellect, freedom and will: a fount or infinitude of 
power; and this power includes, or rather gives communicates, 

or resumes, all physical power, hence that which is not inherent 
vitality, and uncontrollable energy, must be a subject or passive; 

thus intellectual power is the sole and only actual power. Phy- 
sical power is a secondary, a communicated or appointed power. 

Thus, Sir, I flatter myself, I: must have satisfactorily proved a 
posteriori, the existence of an eternal, almighty,,intelligent. being: 
reasoning from data which I do not recollect, at least, to have 
seen used; yet, equally conclusive in my mind with those:a priori 
with which I have before troubled you; but through which I was 
accused of bemg a disciple of Price and Priestley: That I should 
befar from ashamed of it, if true, yet the tryth is, I had firmly 
adopted those conclusions before | saw the writings of either? I 
had settled for rayself this important question, at the age of ‘six- 
teen ;. yet;:with a mind always open to conviction, though I have 
now)counted three times that number of years. 

I must request you will permit me to recount concisely my 
former argument of the latter description; by saying, or repeat- 
ing, that something must have existed eternally; and that ‘what 
eternally existed must be without cause, also must be infinite and 
nique, (as plurality of power and restraint of power, manny im- 
ply superior power. 

_ Thus there is nothing now for two reasons; all power must: be 
possessed eternally, and that nonnine could begin to exist since; 
or it would have a beginning out of nothing; thus intellect, as 
being, a principle or power, and not a mode, could not begin to 
exist, but must have existed eternally. In another form, this first 
cause having eternally the power to produce intellectual beings, 
must be‘himself intellectual; but lest all may not’ see the m- 
ternal evidence of ‘this, let us say, he, or it, may with equal ‘fa-.- 
cility retain what he confers on others. But whether such bemgs — 
or modifications of intellect have existed from all eternity is more 
than'can be ascertained; in like manner, because matter does 
exist, this first cause, or eternal existence has ‘had the power of 
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producing: mattereternally : but whether/matter;has,existed from 

eternity we know not, Again, liberty is a consequence ofjumque | 
or 80 ng ace; where no bar, no hindrance;exists,.where there, 
is he n of all réstraints; unbounded liberty must, be the LON, 
sequent; from this ensues the possession of all possible power; 

or a power to possess, to-produce,-and.to dispose of all things 

possible; and nothing is more possible or more certain than in- 

tellect or,intelligence ; apd (however by,;progressiye on, inferior 

beings it may be acquired or attained; where but one source ex- 

ists, from that source it, must.come, and from that source.the idea 

of quantity must be excluded; for all his power must of conse- 

quence be unbdriidea infinite con¢eption; hence all the attri- 

butes of such beings are easily deduced. 

This, Sir, appears to me so exceeding plain, that I am at a loss 
to,geneeiverhow aspersoni can avoid: the samew conclusions ‘who! 
lays,claim to, oxihas.at all marshalled>or applied: that: mest ivalu+ 
ableof;alldother possessions: rationality; ‘but how’ particularly: 
muist: I: bessurpnised at Mir. Watson, aman whose vast: understand: 
ing 4akésoimothe, mits of science; and can see through the arcana 
of allinature;zwhovcan sde sufficient to: convertalay into darkness,’ 
and elicitisufficiént hight toumake! that darkness visible..is -1<91s04 

td anast.say but little more for feareficcallmg forth that /satiri¢: 
wit hei more:than: Kints:at, if Trapper ‘f)taimtdd with that rhapso>, 
dieal,spirit:whiehi:marks) the language of most ofithe:advocatesiof 
an almighty supernatural designing! power.” vilbave indeed read and 
heard.much witsdisplayed, amd) many objections made’ by) men 
quite ed deatnedias: Mr.) Watson; ‘but when they-cameto buildia’! 
city) fon themsédlves;: they!) found: no ground; to stand:\on; they 
wheel:their flight around like! the swallow ron;a ‘summer's eve,” 
catehing gnats an the surface of the waters; but they restmot.! 





aw tedd soopdo yiove .gesvy os» Your obliged wellewisher,!cu p |: 
tostib ont gaisd as borslres 1oad ty: Jy EQ) 1 
[sistem yiov Jon ti 2 levasie i 


) ete by HR. Carlile: “Iv E. C.’satzument"is: Becanse: 
manwitd’ df diiinials have’ intellect, there’ most’ exist'an ‘al 
Me eenuee tual power’ What is intellect?’ “Let him 
thidt!' its cause avd its propertiés? “He will then fitd 

-that't isthe ‘result ‘of animal ‘organization?’ and his conclo- 
Bodin thet Ane HaIY cree Ap @ Buze ARAM e AD pat hot 


ae tenor sounds are qui Ag as ar eable as, 






t, quiteas, important, quite as astonishing: does it nut, 
because an organ or.piang;forte produces musi, 


angaments used by J.-E. C. . The fact.is, he,invents, but he 
doesinot demonstrate. We see intellect; but we cannot see 
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re the organ’ is prodaced which produces the’ ara . 
E) C.’prove that non-intellectual power cannot 

Fil ie of ag of intellect. Let him ak himself what pi 

‘difées ati ¢ ,.y | ; j a) £48345 bss che 
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ly, al ager of the world, the belief.of a Deity: has reigned predno’ 
minant aver the! human, ‘minds, buty notwithstanding theeircuni-' 
stande, that this; with .many other ‘authorities ean vbe’ brought 
fotward:in support of this: belief, which tend to blind weak! miirds” 
to its doubtful existence, we: dught not to, cipal el ys — a 
it atpall:we must, sacrifice our reasotion the avysti¢ healed 
pothesis and fietiom.:» Amongst the! learned! andthe Peadi 

of the: world, which have béematiisswe, om this subject — bf 
years, it is mot!:yet!decided’ whether! it is:any: thing: more ‘thah’ a” 
niere. fiction of \the seen 30 Indeed, it) would: prove an: arduows 
task; to. reduce it to any thing) else thama ‘bare hypothesis... Tt is 
admitted by the well infotmed,: that: the Deity)is:,an /hypotheticul’ 
being, or a supposed‘existence, tuling’ afid swaying the physical’ 
andthe moral world, yet a being entirely different in /hisnaiture from 
eyery thing that appertain&, either) to physies)or mordlsy>“Intan’ 
gibility asian attribute of theDeity’s ; atidvevery knotwm yor matée> 
rial quality, every thing: that: wet can grasp, every object that we 
can ¢onceivé, may be rightly considered as being the direct 
negative of the “‘ spiritual nature.” _. 

If the Deity be spiritual and insubstantial, is it not very natural 
in the.zetetic, mind,.to.doubt his power and eyen lis existesi¢e ? 
That which, hath neither body,. solidity, orgapization, of, apy, other: 
ofthe natural qualities of being, cannot, pera 
nH out. of, . and exclusively. b elong to, the “x being wiroas 

nization, cannot pe invested with or: sy powers 5) ROF cana, 
bef eat pat arts form a whole. Is it not a sur ei ee 
that Sprit po er led Visioh exist, where’ there Ae ® pti 
tn ne Deity, ‘itis’ said, "hay spoken to’ some of, 
yas i aie if this be trae; he’ must ibe endowed w 
Has hea’ ‘tongue’ and “other he 
speaking? as bsjulscatiey organs to employ and 
on!anyodcasion?’ Yet! action or motion is not/a spiritdal%g sb 
but,.\on’ the contrary, exclusively material_aud physieal alana 
_ @ poor compliment to the: consistency of a Theist;af,after making? 
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his:idolsupernatural, and finding himself :at a.loss how, to make 
it. sqmewhat,attractiye, he, being aware that a mere spiritual being 
would, be-incongenial to, the dispositions of mankind, immediately 
invests it with human powers and passions. Is it,,net bungling, 
workmanship, a mere botch, disgraceful to the idol makers ? ; Be 
consistent in your vagaries, let ‘the whole of your fictions be jn 
harmony with their several parts, and those parts in harmony with 
each, other likewise, and then, Deists and Christians, [ will not 
disagree -with you; but then you cannot do this, It is not in the 
natuge of falsehood tobe consistent ; consistency is. the daughter 
of uature,and,truth, while. inconsistency is the offspring of false- 
hood. and religion. 
(There; is; aj faculty of the humah mind which often leads it 
astray :, wherever this faculty obtains an ascendancy and prevails 
over any other, insanity is the inevitable consequence. And yet 
this faculty is the most delightful of all others ; it, is ats master- 
_ Spirit of the human mind : but, alas! it is too fréquently allowed 
* to'play and sport over the other faculties; and lamentable results 
have arisen out of the unfortunate circumstance of their bein 
bv bao 8 often, subjected to. its powerful and magi’ influence. 7} 
ap the imagination.. In the Rasselas of Dr. Jobnson, there is 
prtant/chapter on, the dangerous prevalence of i imagination, 
we to. introduce it:;—~‘ Disorders of intellect,” says this 
Bes writer, “happen much more often than superficial obseryers 
will easily believe. Pe erhaps, if we speak with rigorous exact- 
Ness, 00; human mind is in its right state. There is no man 
whose imagination does not sometimes predominate over his rea- 
son, who can regulate his attention wholly by his will, and whose 
we ‘will Come and go at his command, No man ‘will be found 
e inind airy hotions do not sometimes tyrannize, and force 
tot He fear beyond the limits of sober probability. All 
hin ti ove reason is a degree of insanity; but while this 
ei is,such RAIS, can controul and représs, if is not visible to 
rs; ‘nor, considered as any depravation of the mental faculties : 
net pronounced madness but when it becomes ungovernable, 
shes arently influences speech or,action. 
of to indulge the power of fiction, and, send imagination out 
upon th e wing, is often the sport of those who delight too much. 
at Silent Preculation When we are alone we are not always 
ihe debate of excogitation is too violent to last long; the 
sae inguiry, \ will sometimes give way to idleness or satiety. 
Hs whe. bay nothmg external that can divert him, must find 
sine -his own thoughts, and must conceive himself what he 5 
not ;. pitt 10,18 Pl eased with what he is? He then expatiates in 
un for sith and culls from all imaginable conditions that 
areca moment he should ‘most desire; amuses his 
icltism ossible enjoyments, and corfers upon his ‘pride 
ominion. “The mind slaves from stené ‘to scene, 
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unites alb pleasures in all combinations, and mots im delights, 
which nature atid fortune, with all their bounty, cannot bestows’ — 
“Th time some particular train of ideas fixes the attentionyall 
other intellectual gratifications are rejected, the mind im weariness 
or leisure, recurs constantly to the favourite conception, and feasts 
on' the luscious falsehood whenever she is offended with the bit- 
terness of trath. By degrees the reign’ of fancy is confirmed; 
she grows first imperious, and‘ in time despotic. | Then ‘fictions 
begin to operate as realitiés, false-opinions fasten upon the!mind, 
and life passes in dreams of’ rapture or of anguish.”—Suchvare 
the lahguage and sentiments of Dr./Johnson, a’mam who,ifehe 
could but have shook off the trammels of a religious! education) 
would have been one of the greatest ornaments: net onlyto ‘the 
literature but to the philosophy of his country.) It is from the 
prevalence of the imagination that’ supernatural systems have 
originated, Our reason cannot fathom the depths of spiritdality, 
nor can the judgment assist us in wading through thé’ mazs of 
the complex labyrinth of metaphysics. If wei mtist deviate froii 
nature and’ wander on this subtile ‘ground, We must forget that 
we are reasonable beings, and let our fancies, whims, and vaga~ 
ries draw us from the. broad arid oper) path ‘of natutal reality. 
We must believe that the philosophers are fool, that the learning! 
of the'schools is not knowledge,-but nescient and darkening ig~ 
forance; that Locké was mad, and Voltaire-crazy, and that none 
are in their right: senses but such fanatics as Bunyan, ‘Wesley, 
Watts, and Simpson. tle ahr! 

But let us come more to the point in question. If it'can be 
proved that the attributes of God are unalterable, the very idea 
of his existence may be easily dispensed with. God is good, says” 
thé religionist; he is invested with the social quality of goodriess: 
God is not a man, say the Scriptures ;| why ep qs him human 
qualities’? Why steal from the social system its, parts'and ap- 
pendages and throw them around: the Deity, in’ order to. make! 
him more congenial to the dispositions of mankind?’ As théte: 
are objects of pity and forgiveness in. the world, God iS Beliévt d 
to be merciful, and as there are criminals deserving’ puitishitienit, 
God is considered just, &c. But these powers ate neyer employ- 
ad by the Deity, and a being cannot be'sapposed good who never ~ 
shews an instance of goodness. | Ber y 

Look at the world and see what a heavy weight of! evil over: | 
burdens and at times goads it to madness and’ desperation!’ 
Look at the earth, which has been the theatre of so'many thous, 
sane penmuinary pcenes of massacre and war! Behold Aasterlitz,’ 
Marengo, and Waterloo, with theit myriads of hima Bela dal 
into the cold arms of Death}, See the surface’ of the’ earth’ reek=’ 
ing with the blood flowing from théir innumerable wounas by Hear 
the groan,and the sigh of the dying victims of the sword, and’ § 
horrid contrast, hear the clamourous shouts of the triumphing 
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gonqueérors:Tejoicing over the horridi scene of-bleod and carnage !* 
Dhinkiwf these, cdrteagipallithe transactions, redder; and then 
question your feeling heart, if the ae Almighty Power that 
permitted them, could be good?) 10 ajas10t to eboow ods 
jy sButd have mooccasion to refer to, or dwell so: much upor thé 
ote and-havocrin foreign countries; 1 may come very'near homie, 
sande seléct)the lamentable» occurrence ‘which »transpited on othe 
imemerable {1 6th, of ;August::1819}:as!a plea for my largunienit 
t- the: goodness !6f the Deityy Whew!Icruminate om that 
-eventful-dey,,and bring toany! mind its unfortunate circumstances, 
oki findit too much doth: the mind ‘and: heart to bear with any 
degree of stoicism.:) 92109 vis i Gd dodges 
_co Pieture to,iyout minds: mney, thet histid seats of an’ armed 
forte ofsinfuriated, sand) I-may say,! drunken>yeomanry' cavalry, 
oiding loves at bssertbled sultitude of men} women;and chikdten, 
andofrequently.imaiming) with their) newly-sh di sabresyoull 
Ahosé unfortunate bbeings who! might» come withiw: their! reath. 
_ ,Rictire to(yourishind, an upstart: soldier, tfarmed at»allipoinits 
sexaetly cap-apees”- then figare a mother with: her infant) alivost 
_emshed to death-y withi the juthming-crowd} see: the monster pierce 
- the: petent’s breast, andi the nurturing stream of sustenance forci- 
> a spe etn its uhivinge n,/mixing owitho the erimsoh 
htide;of dife flowing: fcbtnoth oeimoingil daca enagulated ‘and 
fe eae together in: the -dishevélled jhain) dfotheivictim! 0 Behotd 
e¢hild;relasping})in>infant fearfulnéss; tinmidithe neck of sits 
, maurdéred-mother; when:thd sword of the assassin)isalteady’ stain- 
ed) with: her life’s' blood! ; Such aiscene avould almost madke”’a 
awe cont: and) soften; the ssavageness! ofan shyena) into! pi 
rei isithe justice.of God ? - Where is:his! goodness 4!) W y | 
did: hewn NotLatnest)the!uplifted arm» of the monsté# antl’ strike the 
pes 1 ie6D, his: ha heart. Did: he not, with his’ all-seeiht eye, 
ithie anéwe?.,-Didihe not hear'the horrid groans of the inen, 
abe yi mig slitteks, of sthe women, and the »piteous ‘criesvof the 
-thikiread) \Surely this, would have moved the host flinty ‘heart to 
generous assistance, and yet : 
8 dowe'lo YWilod oft ys PSadiomlioa: Aaidt | 


Ils Yo Pitige [eer1ovinng of , Heaven looked, ORs ok © wi: svnsG 
§ [ 

qiilaasenog be __And would not take their, part,. iti 
5 Vb 4 OJ ib » SL yT* 7h vd "SHarEsPEARE. rit 


baie us suppose g:¢ase -ar,jsituation in: which thecaoéinl man may 
); havepowerto exercise, his.goodness,. arid nc ub, deduce ftom! it, 
( fe can, an inference true and natural. gucioyin tiw Asoqe ow 


in 7 | yd beartot 
i os wie once ein a description of the si’ ot £ Weel 2 n. 


coming to that part which pictured the closing f that;bl con- 
\o Sabb & book fat froin’ ‘my hands, and T, Bw a sci usl ks it’ wer 
(ote ithe ubthors‘of 'so' mach misery ar and desolation = 


“\Leiiaitity, » tor a rwant of nienrg in Herat, such in 
voiogs fotake place, © 62 6) pe 3 
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~: Avchild has strayetb from theshouseiof! its parentsywhichis'si- 
tuated in a village near those: lofty/mountams which divide: the 
tervitoriesiof! France and Spain;':and having wandered “fateimto 
the woods or forests in that country, becomes .exhdustedwith 
fatigue,» and/rests itself upon’ a bank near a fountain, where it 
allays its :thirst,°and then treturning to reposé onthe bank, falls 
ivito aoptefound sleep. A forester traversing his groutid‘at sonte 
distange:from the spot, «the attracting:objéct /meets ‘his ceyesand 
hel;immediately: makes (his wayotd iti) (Pheeschild still! sleeping, 
and«perhaps: dreaming of /home:andy its parents j is*suddenly wwa- 
kenedivby the growling sof baiwolfy whichois dashing! ithe 
thicket, being as it were instinctively conscioussefsitsepreyp when 
the: lithe, wanderer shrieks for assistance} the forester) rushesion, 
| determined ta rescue At.s1/The wolf darts:on .thesintioeent ehild, 
butisj by atimely ball fromx the forester’s musket; laid dead on ‘the 
iproupdt:the childcisesavedy and restored: torits distractedomother, 
Who» clings; round it in:passionate fondness; and i eostasies,.kissés 
thecfordster, hails him, asi the: saviour of her childty Wherepitithis 
iastanceis the goodness) df God?) Wherehis proqideqee t/ Where 
his protecting hand? Perhapsvit: willbe said that the fordstériwas 
an dgent of the divine: will z2butithis isisluMixigs tte aimedyoitet - 
ference savedithe childywithoutthisit wdukiihave! beeh «tesn@ yee : 
band ff it had been sapthd rdligionist would: baysiy Was imerey atid 
bévdnpoddneéss im Gotbtaient itUff/ineibs abfancy} wince! it t 
ehave destroyediitself, or havébeen! destroyed :bycothers) in itd Old 
-agey therefore: \God penerdusby! withdrew: it! from this) miserable 
_Wwerld,and placéd it in Stanotheriand a etter,’ Thefanatiew ould 
satguejin this manner ifvitcan be -with propriety called arguing, 
, but the zeasonable man would/ask him where that wotld isja#Hére 
and whatithe Deityois, &e. | &ci?s And lif: he! !pleadsdoignoramec, 
would request-him to cease for the sakeof! modest? , catkmejabout 
end believing in, that, of which! he corfdsses ohinmselflip t: 
oduetousssuppose tthe child:to have: been destroyed by teeowalf aad. 
»n8:God, being all powerful,was ablestoy prevent tliat destabdtion ; 
he is of course participator in the criméiis .comslel226 2joTsneg 
I think sufficient has been said to argue away the belief of such‘a 
Deity. When we know’that’naturéis the universal spirit of all 
things, existing everywhere, ‘occupying all space, and possessing 
the supreme power wherever it does exist, it is needless to say a 
single word«xbout divine attributes } since, to the philoséphié tind, 
the divinity itself, whichis. worshipped‘ only by’ the’ ifisaney** if 
we speak with rigorous éxactness;is nothing more that A’chiiméra 
1 ger oer aa SEE Ee Ne eer Ey Shy hae, PEAR 
in? H'Goa'exists, Tet him convince man of it) Ita, knowledge, of 
of i ty, is,s0 necessary, why. does he: not reveal himself im such 
-eharacters as.all may understand?: And if he have revealed himself, 
_ why is not man aware that he has done so? “ FfGod' has ‘spoken 


why is not the universe convinced?” 
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OQ! thou ¢chimerical and fancied being, if I am wrong in believing 
thee a fiction; do not sit quietly on thy throne, and/let me remain. 
im ignorance like the rest of my species, and then punish.me after; 
death for being so! But if thou thinkest that lam too vile and 
contemptible, and turnest a deaf car.to my invocation, pray do. 
ndt be so direfully cruel as to punish me for disbelieving thine, 
existence. cs | sn 

Religion is the corrupt parent of vice, the nurse of »crime, 
the pristine source of moral evil and deprayity. But it is, 
through! the exercise of the PRINTING PRESS, that type, of the . 
human mind; rapidly declining into general contempt. The efforts. 
of afi-intrepid writer and publisher, assisted by a few high mind-.; 
ed shopmen,, have already done more towards rooting it out of 

this’ country, than all the efforts that were previously miade. 

_ "Phe Printing Press is the greatest renovater, the greatest crea-,. 
tor Of mind, or intellect: it is the refining moralist, the sumu.... 
bonum in the social system, the invincible precursor of a. coming. 
millenium of intellect, that shall be wholly enfranchised from the, 
corrupting powers of Gods, Devils, Priests and Kings. To speak 
boldly, ala Axr1-Curis7, | would say, priests and kings, your fraud | 
and despotism will soon beuniversally exposed and destroyed! Geds, 
aud Devils, your corroding and poisoning powers are weakening; 
your thrones. and altars ate.already beginning to break and shatter__ 
upon, the earth! Your misery-fraught reign is, concluding; the,, 
black curtain of eternal oblivion is about to close for ever, on; its q 
last lingering scene! The gloomy sway of God and:religion will 
then happily be over, and.man will be elevatedon the adamantine. - 
throne of intellectual power and greatness; the face of nature will 
‘never more'be torn and dilacerated by religious wars, and the _ 
whole human racé will live in peace, and cease for ever to bow,,,, 
kneel, and worship at tHE BLOODY AND REVOLTING SHRINE OF 


A) DIVINITY. » _.:, E le Loe 
‘VF, EPICURUS.. __, 


Oct, 61823, Newton, near 
yy iy anchester. 
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" \ON RELIGION AND NATURE... | 
WRITTEN FOR THE REPUBLICAN.” 4 * & 


on, uy 





Iy this age of telizious persecution and political oppression, when 

the patriot and the philosopher are immured m dungéons for the ~ 
advocacy of truths which ‘no ingenuity can refute, nor ,any power" ' 
destroy; in this age of political corruption and mental depravity, © 
when crafty fied oe AAA men are patronized by the govern- ” 


\“ 











THE REPUBLICAN. 539 


ment, and placed into offices to which they are a disgrace ; when 
the ignorant and the immoral are employed as agents.and abettors 
of that systém Which has so long held us in bondage, it behoves: 
evéry man, who feels the least respect for the right of bis nature, 
to assist in raising a spirit of liberal feeling and patriotic indepen- 
defiée in'the country, to spread it far and wide, so that it may. 
tise superior in strength to the priest and the despot, who are in 
reality the ‘common enemies of the human race. 

It is with this motive, and with this view, that the writer of this 
article attempts to employ his feeble powers against the immoral 
réligion, against the corrupt and superstitious idolatry of his fel-, 
low-countrymen. | sve 

In writing’ an article for such a publication as ‘* The Republi- 
can,” a ‘intiltiplicity of difficulties present themselves to the mi 


t 


. of So young and inexperienced a person as myself. Tt is ay ae 
to write well, although it is not th my power to.do so. \ Could f 
express my ideds in the energetic language of, Harmodious, T 
should be satisfied. Yet if I do what I can, f shall have one sa- 
tigfaction, that of assisting a little in the’ great Straggle for the 
rights of haman tiature against the corrupt, beso ted, ud Unga 
tural’ Systems of positive and arbitrary Farin.” *" ” 


PW IRV OER Be 


Phis atticle i¥ not ihtendéd Ws diresflay” Csay, "But a Seles OF 


agraphs on ifferent subjects “ediinected 4 pretipion Which, 
the writer hopes, ‘may, not be’ unaéceptatile tothe readets of “ The’ 
Ré ublican.” HO nf :MI0U S / Phe acre aaa . 4 t is ant ane 
The first volime 6f this work, to which } havé the honeut of 
éanttibuting ai occasibiial article, was thé primary cause Of pro- | 
ducting the great éffect (infidelity) on my mind. T had previously’ 
rejected the Christian system, but was hot altogether free ‘from 
the trammels of Spiritual Deisrh. i Fielrahet yy: 


This volume brushed, or swept, aivay alt the PubbisW dF Pai) of, 7 


and entirely cleared and ridded my mind of all the hambt 
bugbeats of religious Gods, infernal Devils, superpatura Ghote 
or immaterial spirits, and all pernicious aud wnténable’ istieal: 
doctrines about beings which have existed no Whefé But'in the 
fears, the hescience, the ignorance of man. 

I wever'read the Bible studiously and have a strong dislike to 
it. It is my opinion, that if] did accustom, myselfto peruse such 
false literature as‘ itis composed of, it would materially injure ity 
style both of speaking aud writing, and,as I am .ayoung man in 
my minority, or what the law terms infancy, [ am determined to 
study none but the best modes: 


: hanepiiee’ bemg in the company of a juvenile party a few. years 
ago wine 


consisted of respectable young persons of ; both pee: 
real 


The, conversation turned iy sang amusement and istructi 
be gathered from the reading. or 


was. requested to read a chapter from the Bible, as it! was 
No. 17, Vol. VIII. 


| récital of any, natrative, ‘or di-., 
dactie piece of composition, When the conversation eeused,. L,.,, 


; 
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Sunday evening, which was,instantly handed to, me, with the full 
liberty of reading whatever part | might think proper;'1, with more 
impudence than modesty, I allow, began to read the 38th chapter 
of Genesis, in the course of which I was frequently interrupted 
by the company present, who observed that I was not keeping toe 
yr and that T was tousea theatrical phrase, gagging. 1, to 
clear myself from the imputation of reading the ‘‘ blessed, book” 
in a farcical manner, immediately referred to the indelicate pas- 
sages, to their complete astonishment, and concluded reading 
amidst the laugh and joke of the male, but amidst the modest and 
timid blushes of the female part of the company. 

There is a deal of bad logic, or false reasoning.in the Bible; I 
cguid point out likewise many contradictory passages} were it'le- 
Cpanaye In one place it says something about, the: moon: being 
turned into blood, about the earth being ,at_ some future time to 
be destroyed by fire, in another place it is said that the earth 
abideth for ever. What is this but absurdity? -What is this, but 
the most.gross and palpable contradiction ? 

Systems and books of faith and divine revelation are the stum; 
Blihg blocks ih the paths of social life. In the first stage of life’s 
arduous jotirney, the better reason and natural judgment of man 
ié' broken or déstroyed by'them; thé beautiful walks of nature are 
forsaken and*heglected whild the bogs and\ quagmires of reli rion 
arevevery day receiving itito their déstroying abyss the wretched 
wanderers from the path of nature. rat wr tAS The een 
(Nature, the common mother of all beings}may/be'cémpared to 
4 delightful: nymph whose charms never fail to retain their attrac* 
tive power, Sin 4 yy 

Religion may. be,compared to a deceitful courtezan, decorated 
with “shreds and patches,” which .allure, and! ‘deceive | the ‘eye 
when, obseryed at a distance, but ona closer view the paint and 
frippery jis diseovered, they no longer hide her deformity, she then 
appears to be, what she really is, an impure and diseased strumpetj 
from’ Whose loathsome carcase we turn with painful: disgust...,...4 
“It is thee, O Nature! that we must court-and admire; .there,is 
nothing about thee but what is pure as purity itself; thy lineaments 
are fine and beautiful; thy charms great and transcendant : while 
we live, we will adore thee, and death itself will but rivet us more 
closely to thee: \O Nature! sweet and delightful nymph! thou 
shalt be our partner and guide in the journeyof life.’ We faith- 
fully, promise, never to forsake thee, but accompany thee: hand in 
hand in alhour movements. In doing this we'shall'setureé to-our- 
selves a thousand »pleasures, a thousand exquisite! enydynretits + 
we, shall never, want a,stimulus for virtuous | actions, and’ shall 
. ait r days, the allotted period of our existence, in: comfort; >ifi 

oli appiness.. SJ po sm joan obsebatwy rea 
| Those fanatic beings. who are, sunk im the, wretchedness of -an 
imaginary State, of sin and:sorrow, who look upon the world asa 
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cave-of misery;°who are led astray by the ignis fatwus of religion, 
would have been contented and happy, had they continued in 
theif natural and proper sphere: but, unfortunately, like all those 
who'forsake nature, they must incessantly feel the keenest pangs 
of pain, they must become morose and gloomy, linger out their 
existence in the sharpest misery, and at last-expire in sorrow and 
despair. 

| EPICURUS. 
Oct.'5, 1823, Newton, near’ 

Manchester. 





COPY OF A LETTER SENT TO CHARLES BYAM 
WOULASTON - ESQ., VISITING MAGISTRATE 
FOR DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Sir, Dorchester Gaol, Oct, 23, 1823. 
I‘PRESENT my conipliments and. express a hope, that in the 

absence of Mr. Wood, the Visiting Magistrates are prepared 
with a deputy Chaplain who is.capable. of explaining \my 
errors, if 1 have errors, No man.can lament the existence 
of érror more than I do;,and.if there be a» particle about 
me, I desire to have it explamed and to be rid of it. 

. The thirtieth clause of the new regulation act for ‘Gaols 
saysithat, the €haplain shall ‘‘\cateckise or instruct.suck 
Prisoners as may be willing to receive instruction.” ‘Now 
I.do-most sincerely desire to ‘be “ catechised and instructed,” 
and as:l-am a Prisoner’ for having published that the Chris- 
tian religion ‘has no good foundation, I do think that the 
Visiting Magistrates ought not to pay one shilling of salary 
toa’ Chaplain; until be bas, by fair shewin ig and complete 
demonstration, convinced me of error: which, if he can 
dof" will soon make my peace with all those whom my. 
conduct has offended. 

lalso think that it behoves such of the Visiting, Magis- 
trates, who are clergymen, to visit and instruct, me, instead 
of doing me all-the injury they can. If.they were to make 
themselves more acquainted with me, they would not, lock 
me.up in,ane|\room continually,ias if [carried some conta- 
gious, disease, about me. . Their fears- overcome their: pra= 
dence; and whilst they claim to be acting with sound judg- 
menty/i. construe their conduct towards:me fo be weakness 
or np ereaions because I feel that | do not deserve it. — 
ims FO, e299 titra Sire your obedient Servant, 


neaublrow .6didoy | RICHARD’ CARLILE!’ 
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AN ARGUMENT AGAINST THE COMPETENCY 
OF A COURT OF LAW TO TRY, A CHARGE 
OF BLASPHEMOUS PUBLICATION, 5 + )05! 


Delivered by Mr. Ti rust on his Trial, in the Court of King's Bench, on tne 
30th instant. 





Tuis being wholly a Court of Law, it is requisite, that 
every charge shall have its foundation in the law of the 
country. It is'the more essential in this particular case, as the 
record, which the Attoruey General brings before the Court, 
ig not founded on any evidence laid before a Jury of! the 
country, but is, simply, the emanation of his own mindyand 
the work ofan individual n otorivusly not disinterested) atid 
as notoriously not independent. He is the mere ‘creatare, 
and tool of higher powers. ‘He’does not, therefore; tome 
into Court as an injured citizen to complain of a wrong 
Sustained by himself or by any other person; or a ‘wrong 
done by me to any person, but’he comes with a complaint 
which he cannot define, upon a subject’ that'he can know 
nothing at all about, and for a purpose, the moral utility 
of which he cannot show: He places this: Court of ‘Law 'm 
a dilemma, by bringing before jit sucha’ record es 1 have 
described ; for that which is incomprehensible is’ not a mat- 
ter: of law, nor a matter to be investigated‘in a’ Laas ‘of 
Law. © 

That ‘the record or information before the Court relatés 
to a matter wholly incomprehensible, I’ am prepared’ a 
shew upon the following grounds :— 

Ist. That it sets forth in words three subjects: which’ ean- 
not be defined or understood, and consequently, cabiot be 
fit subjects to lay before a Jury in a Court of Law,’ whilst 
the highest degree of human intelligence" in or Out of ‘this 
Court. is ignorant of their meaning, hearing, ‘or physicalre- 
Jations, and law cannot be but in understanding, in applica- 
tion and relation to physical objects, common 'to the lowest 
degree of human intelligence ; such as property of it 
racsiption. 

» The words or subjects in qaestion are thus set ‘forth :— 
« Holy Scriptures” —* Christian Religion,” and ined 
: eof Almighty God.” 
~The words Holy Scriptures define nothing bata piece of 

writing or @ collected number of pieces, and as those pieces 
of writing’ are not claimed to be the property of any in- 
_ dividtial to the’ ‘extlusive claim of others, there ean be no 
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injury inflicted on that head, aud consequently notbing fer 
a Court of Law to investigate. 

‘‘On‘ahother head, or the ground of criticism, it may be 
clearly shewn, ‘that no observations made upon a piece, or 
a collected: number -of pieces, of writing, can change their 
character and intrinsic worth: and consequently, that no 
injury can be shewn to have been done to any man 
or) to any. body of men, and that there is nothing cog- 
nigable.by law: If those pieces of writing are moral, 
good will be done by galling the public attention to them: 
if immoral, good will be done by exposing them ; and a 
Court of Law is instituted for no other purpuse than to take 
cognizauce, of wrong doings. View: this part of the subject 
in the record in whatever way you will, it cannot be shewn 
that.a, wrong is: done cognizable by law; and, therefore, 
there is no matter which in law or reason ought to be sub~ 
mitted to the judgment of a Jury. Pi; 

Lam charged with being-an immoral character for haying 
published a book, whilst there is not the slightest charge of 
immorality made upon the, book itself! It is called-a sean- 
dalous, impious, blasphemous, avd profane libel, but these 
are, words which mean, nothing at all as connected. with 
law. | They are, words, which do, not relate to morals, nor 
can, they.be shewn to define any thing immoral, and law 
defines a buman. means to protect morality and to discou- 
rage immorality : itis therefore clear, that, as my book is 
not/charged) tobe false or immoral, its publication cannot 
he aa, offence against law. There is no charge on this head 
on the record that'can be lawfully submitted toa Jury for 
their,judgment, or to which I cam be lawfully called upon 
to answer. ) 

-\As to,the word Holy, used as an adjective to those serip- 
tures upon which my publication is confessedly in parta 
comment, it means nothing, and cannot be defined invany 
way cognizable by the human senses, and consequently it 
cannot add any thing to those Scriptures, or prove that ‘to 
comment upon them, more than upon any other common 
piece of writing, is an act cognizable by law. Say 

‘Rhe word Holy, used as av adjunct to the word Serip- 
tures; does not alter the character or import of those writ- 
ings, nor is the morality or immorality of.any piece of 
uwtiting dependent upon such a title being given to it, auy 
more than the title of Holiness given to a man. called the 
Pope, makes him a jot the more or less a mora! or an im- 
moral.man, or than the title of your Lordship makes any 
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' the least difference in the private character of the: man‘who 
is distinguished by it. 4, 0) WIRD, BOG 
This, then, sufficiently shews, that the word hibel, whiéh 

means a little book, call it what you please ‘by: the addition 
of ‘adjectives, canuot be an unlawful eritique upon other 
writings, since it cannot change the character of those writ- 
ings, and if it do disturb the public esteem for any piece of 
writing, it proves but one thing—that the public esteem was 
not well founded: and the act which has produced sechan 
effect is ‘wholly moral; wholly praiseworthy» and* must 
therefore be wholly lawful. thi bio ssom 

MA book isnothing more than the human voice, the haman 

power of speech reduced to signs upon: paper ¢'and: ifat 

were ‘unlawful for'one book to disturb the:conélusions men 
draw or the sentiments they entertain of another book, it 
would be equally unlawful for one man’ to offer the sliglitest 
contradiction to the sayings of another man. What would 
be'the effect of sdch a law, if generally enforced?) A partial 
enforcement of any law is admitted on all bands to. be*the 
definition of injustice. What, 1 repeat, would be the effeet 
of such a law if generally enforced? ls it not elear, thatit 
strikes at, not only the very foundation of morals and’ ba- 
tan improvement, but at the very foundation of !human 
society itself; for, under such a law, no two human beings 
eould live togetber in conference and mutual support. This 
plain fact proves, that the record before the Court bas»not 
the slightest relation to any kind of law. | A’ Jury are:sworn 
for no other purpose than to receiveevidence of am-offence 
against law, and to decide according to the evidence, yet, 
here, in this case, there can be no evidence’ to' lay before 
the Jury. Italso proves, that free discussion is the foun- 
dation, not only of human society but of morals also; and 
indéed of every thing intellectual that can beva benefit:to 
society.’ It clearly defines, that free discussion is ‘the’ foun- 
dation of all moral law in the first instance; and all morality, 
all improvement, all social happiness in the second instance. 

. As human speech distinguishes man from the bruteyiso 
also does it follow that the distinction can only be inereased 
by free discussion. If, im the first instance, it be proper for 

“a man to speak; it is proper in ‘the second, that’ he should 

speak freely and truly without controul. Free diséussion 

means nothing more than human speech inaction ; ‘and; if 
free'to act, @ man would no more wilfully.do: himselfsor 
others: an injury by words than by bodily actions::and to 

“restrain his speech in the first instance, is like making the 
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earth a common bedlam, and Kingsy Priests, and Judges its 
keepers ; just as a man, who cannot regulate his actions.so 
as to.distinguish right from wrong, is restrained from,act- 
ing) and-called a bedlamite. 
'4;DPhe infereace whish I draw from this argument is,-that, 
the calling my publication by bad names, and that on which 
itis a, comment by a good name, is no legal criterion of the 
character of either the one book or. the other, and. that. the 
one} has no claim. to be protected from comment. by being 
called Holy, nor the other from commenting by being called 
Unholy. ‘The law knows nothing.of these words, nor, of 
these books. and, the Atiorney General bas, no legal foot: 
ing inthis Court, on this part of bis record. , 
»» Another reason, why. the record should vot be submitted 
to aJury is, thatif so submitted, it neither calls;upon me, 
nor affords me an opportunity of giving aw answer/to what 
is said) against. me before the Jury. A Jury is sworn,to 
take cognizance of matters of fact deposed by sworn Wit- 
nesses, and to\take cogniaance of nothing else. , Jn, the ease 
before,the Court,, there, is no matter of fact tovtry,, thenews 
no breach of law. .‘The only matter.of fact is,; have l, yor 
have | not, published; this book ?. Lam proud to acknow- 
ledge that | have sold as many copies as I could, find,cus- 
tomers to purchase. ‘The publication of this book is nodnjary 
to any man, no breach of jaw, no law has.declared. it,to,be ei- 
therthe one or the other. But ifthe Jury were,to find awer- 
dictapon every thing that the law requires them to find; that 
iss wpon all the evidence that is laid, before them, they could 
only find) that. 1-did sell, the, book, .as. no, evidence of any 
other kind can, be laid before them ;,and,it.is wellknown, 
that im cases. where Jurymen have respected their, oaths, 
where they have refused to return a verdi¢t contrary, te,the 
evidence laid before them, where their verdict hasbeen 
‘Guilty of publishing this book, or) this pamphlet, op, this 
‘paper; or this writing,” the whole process becomes a, pul- 
tity,,and though the Court may record the, verdict, at gan- 
not: proceed further upon it. It cannot make that verdiet a 
proof of a breach of law. It cannot punish... This, bassbeen 
frequently. the case .under the anomalous proceedings, for 
iwhat are: called libels;two.of which are,the cases of the 
King-against Lambert.and others, proprietors and pripters 
of the Morning Chronicle, at the ‘close of the last century, 
and lately the King-against James. Mann, tried at Y ork) in 
‘the summer. of 1820. |, 

ifi.the record charged my publication ,with being, false 
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and imtroral,‘and if it were false and immorabitebad better 
even then be: left to the good sense of the’ people thag:be 
préseeuted as an offence in this Court; 1 should! be able to 
tarn- ‘over ‘the pages of the book to shew that the record 
‘gotitained a‘false charge; but as it does not profess to:charge 
‘anything ofthe kind, 1am not calledupon to avswer to at, 
‘anid weehave the precedents, that ‘this Coart, im the: cases of 
the ing against Carlile ‘and the King against Tunbridge, 
‘for the sdine: publication, would ‘not allow the Defendants 
to) shew ‘any’ ‘thitig fromthe contents of the’ book itself, 
iwhichi tantamount to a proof that the contents were not ih 
theniséyes ‘abreich ofiaw. If the contents of the book 
Were the! matter¢omplained of, apon! what principle of law 
‘wefethose two defendants prevented: from explaining those 
\eonta&itsy before the Juries which ‘tried thems atid what!lbul 
Yenorance and: perjury can account ov the: verdicts of nee 
Juries ? 

‘The seeotid point: avedred'in she) Sefeiimation which ean- 
NEE s@stained ‘in! law, ‘and which; therefore, this Court 
‘has no jurisdiction ‘to ‘try,is,-the accusation that | chave 
“published this book’ to thé -seantlal of the Christian religion, 
thatit*is;an unlawfal‘eomment uponsthat religion. ‘Phis 
accusation is not and cannot be ‘any offence ‘whatever, no 
law takes cognizatice of it, and it'cannot by any possibility 
be jastly deternrimed by any Jury, it cam never be: legally 
before'the Jury: “It is-a'sabject wholly anfit for discussion 
“iwia eourt 6f Haw. Lam not going to enquire whether:the 
Christian Religion be+or be not founded in truth, *or whe- 
ther #ts foundation ‘be'sound or unsound: this is po! partiof 
the question before the Court, and I shall be:careful not to 
“introduce my thing irrelevant: bat, as’ really 'wishi. to re- 
spect every: ‘that is respectable, I will now state im the 
diioneantail ithat'as the words Christian Religion are im- 
itédueed*ints ‘the record as a matter connected with the 
few, Fishall treat‘of those words’ in the seuse attempted «to 
-bepat upon them, without. discassing their merits or mean- 
ding if/any other nang yen ‘as they are’ perigee — the wars 
py rr et ie 

. It would beidle Pon man in this co ts say: thatihe 

didioe know 10 what the words Christian Religion related 
‘in axgeneral ‘seuse; therefore, 1 do not wish’ to pleaduany 
false ignorance upon that matter? but 1 do ‘think, and» do 
saver, that-it is‘worse than idle to:say, among the multitude 
ofsChtistian sectaries in this and other countries, that the 
vwords can, in-any particular sense, be defined according to 
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law, or made, pari aud parcel of the law. ,, The law.of this 
country is, a, thing, made ap of particulars, aud a thing 
which, it) is supposed the plainest man in the country, is 
eapable of understanding ; as it is;a maxim, in our courts.of 
law:,:that ours being a represeutative legislature, every nan 
is presumed to be a patty to the making of every, particular 
law,-andthat ignorance of the law is no excuse fora breach 
of the, law. . lt. is therefore clear, that. no general subject, 
incapable jof particular definition, and which, is subjected to 
a multiplicity of different definitions by the very Jegislature 
itself, can constitute any part of law); and. if an argument 
be,offered, that any one of, the particular, deGnitionsof,.the 
words CAristian,. Religien be that particular. one whieh 
eonnecis itself;with the law, or me law protects, jt 
follows, that there is no toleration, and, that every. sect 
which differs from, that definition arrays. itsell, against.aud 
becomes a party to violate the law, hus 
The, Christian, Religion, or what. has..been, called ; the 
(Christian Religien, has. undergone a, multitude of changes 
during seventeen hundred years. ,.Wbat.it is; now, no man 
can say, except that his awn pasiicular opinion constitutes 
the Christian, Religion., How various and contradictory 
these opinious, are, need not be explained to the Court, they 
are notorious, These multitudinous opinions. could not by 
any. possibility be recognized by law as constituting the 
Ghristian Religion. T he law could by no possibility.re- 
cognize, more than one.of those opipions.. Lf it recognizes 
auy particular one,,it must reject all the-others as illegal; 
and what will,become of, the dissenters: who, forma vast 
majority of the people of this island ? nite 

_ A. Jury,may, be: called into the box, composed of, re a 
men, belonging to, twelve, different, Christian) seets»im this 
country... To tell them that the Christian Religion was) that 
particular thing which one of them defined it to be; anditbat 
the law. knew no other, would be aa outrage jon the .eon- 
sciences of the other eleven ; and how are they phen pao 
ously: tovagree, upon it? ‘The law. requires, unanimity, and 
how is it possible that twelve men, no two of. whom,agree 
a8\to; what constitutes. the Christian. Religion, can, try me 
(for:aoy: thing that relates. to those words. taken into, the in- 
formation? Thisargument appears:to me conclusi ve none 
athe Gourt’s proceeding any further, 

ifthe. words Christian Religion could. be dened to be 
the property of any, man, or a thing) that could by 
means be injured by me, then the Jury would. have ajelear 
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andititelligible matter to try ; buteas noavan insthe Court, 
not'evén the Prosecutor himself, can shew that stich ‘isi the 
case, it is clear, that there is nothing on the: Record-telating 
to’ the words’ in question that can be lawfully’ submitted to 
the"Court' and Jary for trial. The’ prosecutor" does not 
Row what: is ‘to ‘be tried: 1, the defendant, do not know 
what is ‘tobe tried, or what 1 am’ to be tried forp nor ean a 
Jeary Kiiow what they have to try in this instance!) 0 bven if 
the'law had made! it a'ecrime to question the truth. of the 
Christian Relizidu, whieh it hasnot dove: if thedlawrhad 
ddeurately ‘defined what the Christian Religion was, which 
Phas not done: ifthe law! had impowered ‘this Court totry 
41H8 Sffelyce, which it ‘hasitiot done: still it would: bean! enor- 
mous injustice to competia Juryman ‘to outrage his) con- 
séienée’and condemn himself by his verdict against\mei/ I, 
therefore) most *solemuly protest against’ my person ‘being 
seers meer petl through any *#ockery of the'law: and 
Iodo' @blémaly proctaim; in the tee of this Court andthe 
Goutitey, that nofiirther proceedings*can be gove ‘into, ‘ou 
‘the Record now before the Court, othet than'as a mockery, 
” @tid!éenséy tently asa! viedation vf law.) 9 9a oh 
. MP hait'can ‘be a more dreadful nockery of law ;>what ean 
‘bea greater violation of law, than, that a man shalk be put 
upon trial, for what be knows nothing at: all“about, and 
which'no one ean explain to him? His fate is made nit<to 
depend upon any thing relating to his owt actions, ‘but upon 
what'the*opinions of the Jurymen may: be, on an ‘undefined 
avd Unintelligible'subject, mere opinions formed before they 
entér*the Jary' box. .By no possibility ean any such @ pro- 
‘ddeding-be!law ful. Bind bee) g Taree fi BiH bar 
“901Q@n'the third head, Pf am accused off having done an act 
‘tO the WB displeasure of Almighty God!» (No man ever 
| wpon! "paper a more awful, a more ‘inexcusable blas- 
 aiechipetrnnc te Attorney General: himself has‘done ia this 
jtista ioe LoHere is the-Almighty God ‘introduced: inthe re- 
‘ourdyas if beiwere. the patron of ‘the Attorney Generalor 
alérowi lawyer and his most intimate’ aequamtance! 'as\if 
hisevery existence, like that of the Attorney General, was-at 
“stake nthe existence or non existence ofthe eorraptions 
cand @btses “of the day! Ishudder at! the ‘very thoughtof 
*suéha° blasphemy as this!) What! an indecént affection of 
‘familiarity? What a shocking attribute is this ‘man’s, who 
@ttaches'to the name ‘of Almighty Power the ‘words he bas 
‘pat into the information. } know as‘mach of Almighty God 
‘asthe Attorney General does or can know, and 1 ‘know, 
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that, it is;a, Great Power not to: be alarmed ner offended 
by) pen; ink, and, paper, nor even by that, mighty mechise 
the \Privng Press! fltrerr sey eth L409 Db UR Ber O81 95 LAD 
>) Aspretty- character truly \is this Attorney, General,,.who 
brings: 4 record into. this (Court aceusing me of haying made 
& blasphemous publication,to the high displeasure,ofy dl 
mighty God, whew he himself, ia his very accusation, exhir 
bits.auiutter recklessness of respect for oun common,Greaton! 
shows, that he is Artlerly, ignorant, of pabk itg attributes, /Or 80 
utterlyswicked as not to;respect them)! My publication is 
throughout, an indignant xiudication,of morse; beceming.senr 
timents of the Deity,, and jan indignant condemnation ofjall 
the. gross. notions, which pervade, the, minds of, igaoramt and 
supershitious mer upon that, subjects ics of oofenini sebihen 
| Wahat)then. can. the, Jury have. to enquire into,.assteothe 
eontents ofthis record.?,, Will this, Court sayy,thatthesany 
are toytry whether L.haye,or bave) notsdispleased theo Al 
mighty God 2 Jt; must.do -this, if dit proceed anyidurpher, 
yet,what evidence,can be laid before;them as.a mennsoto 
that end? If, the: book, whieh )l-bave publisbedbbe the evi- 
dence they are to. regeinvesthets: they, with-find, dhatgmy 
author bas spoke of the Deity Jike moral, philesopher of 
the highest order, ) When,are these drivelling, these, wieked 
proseeutions, {hese outrages upon the knowledge of the age, 
to.eease?. When will manbe allowed: tonbe aymosalybeing, 
and to contemplate with a calm and grateful mind /the,ex- 
istences that surround, bim,, and \to. which he eweshis,own 
existence? ‘These proseeutions, these persecutions, all sach 
proceedings as this before the Court, ave at,yariance;with, 
and war upon morality’and human impreyeme@ntsifbhe 
science.of, the age proclaims them, to be the resnitiefp gross 
ignorance, or abominable wickedness) ,.A.\motal\aignsip this 
day would not exhibit such: a record, to a qourt ehlawaea 
moral court-would scout.it;,and,a moral jory, would, 4ipat 
jt-as\an insult! would throw it back-with indignation, im-the 
face of the Attorney, General. .Such a reeord is exbibited, 
but L.trust in the. knowledge and good sense,of ,y our dyord- 
Ships not to-suffer,ii torbe submitted toa Jury. K9 E297 ed 
ooiklaving shewa, that the, sabjeat of the Record is snotea 
\omatter for;trial .in) this Courts before aid any, as -itewelates.do 
‘veither-of its; theee, heads, Eyshall; now, take a general\view 
_of the question of blasphemous pablication, and shew that, 
Dp no way,can it,\be made @ matter of laws ber a subject be- 
coming, the investigation ofa Jary.. ltdsone ofthese 
-ters. which exactly resembles, that which was, called, iteb- 






































540 THE REPUBLICAN. 


crafts’ Though you may excite prejudice, fear, /and hatred 
towards an’ suenbed person: though you ‘may ‘prosecaze, 
convict, imprison, fine, hang, or burn, as was-formerly done 
int! Both’ instances, you canuot produce’ an atom’ of legal 
f as to‘any ‘act or'effect, as to any truth-or validityoiti 
the' Words used ‘in accusation and given‘in evidence: and 
the’ Ki6Wledge'of the age has unfolded to us, wot only that 
theré canbe no such: thitig’as witchcraft; ora dealing with 
the devil-or évil spirits 5) but that there can beno such thing 
us ‘blasphemy towards the: Almighty Power; no‘ such thing 
as displeasing that Power ‘by moral’ books ;'no such thing 
d#ebaddalupor the Christian Religion cognizable by-law : 
HOo'sueh thing Ws an‘uhlawful comment apon Holy Scriptures. 
“The Witchcraft, and the Heresy, of former estselentaned 
thé Blasphemy of this, are mutters ofthe same im pottand 
Sf'thé'same purport: [tis the war-of"priesteraft wpon' the 
tiordlity atid theyrrowing ‘knowledge of mankind. | it is' the 
H¥lof Morality, >the scandal of human ‘reason sand 
intelli €nce, and’ condacive to the high displeasure of every 
Sree and honest mats iy sion Ovo bind) beer soo ar VI 
SeThere) is: ‘another general argument which strikes ‘ati all 
ns to’ jnvestiza te sach ergmag tsi in any eaatt of law 
t of whiehethe reeord ‘tredtsood 6 hid | o> ersg 
OW book is'a>composition of uuien wrdbinithes the’ sigus 
Of things? and'though they are often’ abused in beingyused 
as’ Fepreséntations of fictions and alleged existences which 
db N6t exist {> vet there is'no criterion: of truth but im being 
Abid to.) refer tothe things for examination: of whieh the 
words are signs: “Now; how will the Attorney’! Generab be 
ablerto” sapport the accusatory: part of ‘his: informatidn ? 
Howwiil-he | proveontalice and wickedness: imme? What 
aPe! the things» drow lio “the person injured by my conduct? 
How! will berprove what constitutes the Christian Religion 
byla refetente’ to’ known existences? How wilb-he prove 
the ‘die re of ‘Almighty God apon this test? Yietlaw 
réquires this ‘proof*in every case on whichvit acts. Lfepro- 
be'the ‘matter in dispute it requires the :proofi and 
identity'of ‘that iproperty. If bodily injury be: inflicted: or 
‘néisdnve practised, law will have proof wpor' oath: and if 
fobottilar: demonstration for the Jury, itewilh have: the evi 
dente ‘of these who have had ocular. demonstration ar ate 
rience upon*the'matter. | vie 
“Wheat evidence, what experience, what eiveter aemenen 
‘tion van the Attorney General bring forward to support his 
‘preposterous information ? How wilbhe prove the holiness 
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ofthe Scriptures which he wishes to rescue fram investiga- 
 tiomand comment? To refuse all.comment upon: theap,is 
amodd!:way of doing it!. How will be prove: what, makes 
upthat constitutiom which is called the Christian. Raierw 
fo;do this *he must make all Christians ef one mind },.and 
that would be a matter of infinite importance to their peace, 
happiness) and welfareziand the reason they are notallof 
one’ mindsis, because: all,cannot. be. referred to. that test of 
teuth which all) words:should cacry. with them —the things 
ofiwhieh they are the signs: 1f we adhered to this esiterion 
there would be no disputes: AMONG us \| §9// ada hash hl ee 
: whiow. will the Attorney General give enidenapiak the high 
displeasnre of Almighty God ?. : And.if be cannot givesueb 
evidence, why has he made such. an accusation? )\itisim- 
possible that the law can encourage: fictious, accusations t 
high sounding charges which meau uothing,; «lt requires 
faets and substantial, charges not falsehoods and, fictions 
charges: “It: kodets been of falsehood, bout. to, prniite itn 
a erme. [12k AoOudD th iif other ew 
It is charged that I bees sinlarafallgraned: mation dpipale 
lished a book whieh isa seandalous, impious, blasphemeus, 
and profane bel of and: concerning another book! Nota 
person! mark! but a books}. Atlibeloupon a, booly!»:dhat — 
eepcbuith seri treapotst a book} An ppintda: passed: upon 
an opinion |. not-an opinion opon @ person! not a bookwwrit- 
ten: with reiation !to:a) person ! not.a personal dibeblo-This 
is'@(main~ point for consideration: It will.not be amissite 
eng uireiwhat scandalous and malicious» wrong ‘the, paralintie 
tion of one’ book can operate upon anothér books: s+ sty1e 
’ gBooks. are most provoking things.) The senentingzamaug 
book readers are subject to every species: of -excitements 
andosome weak ‘aud: silly ones: are apt to be so far aoused 
with bad: passions, as to quarrel, and fight: with the, beak, 
and either tear it in pieces or consume it) witho fife, “ie 
though the book can provoke passions, it isa 
thing; it cannot! ‘resist: tyranny,| it» cannot. defe 
Though 'the»book livesyand breathes, and: ssoleiealnedian 
in deulni: tone, and sometimes iu avvoicesot thander, iticanr | 
hot change ‘its: tone ; it is an imanimate animation; anddike 
every bther: regulated machine, must act ast is qualified.to 
acti lt isthe dial of:mankind » it points to their past»their 
present, or their fature eondition. it»isethe’ hemanscom- 
pass distort» it as you will, its; sensible yrearye then. Nid | 
turns and: points the buman mind to: the-pole of truth unless. 
it: be injured im its Se oe by the iron; Reena 
eraft and tyranny. 
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- hdWhy then. quarrel, with: books ?.. Howweak; how foolish 
ares we toi be,afraid.of:-books! 1-will be no-longer weak-on 
ischea 7!) L, will mot be afraid of any book sand 1 bope 
that be time is;come or very near at hand; whem men shail 
become, men of strong minds ;) and-so far. sensible men, as 
nob to be,afeaid of books. The man who is aftaid.to read 
‘anyskind of book, or to, allow other:men to do the same, 
must be very wicked, very weak, or very ignorant.» Atl 
books,are.fit for. all\men to:read if they think so. Whatever 
onesMan (May think) proper to write, and print, it is proper 
for, another, aman ;to) read, if be thinks it -proper,andvif 
he, does} not. he wilh not»read: if he does he» will. Books 
being) nothing, more than human speech, it may as:well be 
said)thata-man-shall vot-speak or shall not hear, as to: say 
that-he\shali mot)write and print what-bhe pleases, or’ read: 
whatever,else is.writtens and printed by others. Let Afy 
manput the question to himself, and-enquire, by what right 
any ether man may/order him to be silent;:or' to stop his 
eas or-not:te read 4 book. Would not each: think -himselt 
thesbest judgeas-to.what was-right/or what was wrong’ in 
this matter?,Phen' Jetyeachallow) the same-right of judg- 
mentite o and motlet one waw-of body of men clothe! 
themselves in the)garb of tyrants,:tovgag) thase> sho are at 
least as capable of judgiug of right and wrong: as them-. 
selves !.. ad dadd’a to asdeda acp to 99) ws @d’) ran oH HH 
- «ifany man, feel .asuperior knowledge to the: book which 
, :bave-published det. him write:a book and:show-that..mine 
deserves the appetiation*which the Attorney General) bas 
givenit.. AnrAttarney General maybe the most ignorant 
mamiin the, cauatiy upon such asubject:) therefore,» bis opi- 
nionema,boek),if-such an officer ever bas an opinion of ibis 
owaymayibe goodjfon nothing; itris the public; the critical 
pant of the putilios;who are eniled upon: to judge my book, 
and ifothey,cannot by a fair showing, by fairargament, and 
faigoreason; convince the book readers that my book is such 
aw ibeok: as the record sets forth,:and that:the book on whieh 
itis a comment js such a book as the recordwsets) forth, a 
verdiet of Guilty against: me will be a falsesand: wicked 
verdietand though, it\may do me great: personal: injury, it 
willkdeimoyone any kind of good :),it will neither enlighten 
thespu blics\nor will it stop: others: from -selling-iand:: others 
frompteading**/Paimer’s Principles of Nature.) 9). G00 +0 
-a What bassiaw, to. do: with: books: unless vasma,/propert 
stulen;;;jand, ,here is) no stealing charged? By: publishing 
‘‘:Palmer's:Pria¢i»ics of Natuare’’ [ steab nothing from Jew or 
Christian, I cannot rob a man of his opinions.;» His supers 
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stition, or bis religion; is'a thing not tobe pockéted and turted 
toranotber man's’ profit): “So far‘ from aby" possibility’ éx+ 
isting Of mjaring a man with’ respect to bis opinion ;> he’cant 
notieven change them at his’own will, he cannot ‘use théem-as 
an advantageous aud moveable property himself} anleys itt 
the:shape of hired instraetion, | Whatmadhess then;‘to. talk 
about unlawfully and maliciously commenting upo 
man’s opinion ! toh BOW) 74 DIOCDPAH ¥ IS 7) Sdo leap 
»oWihat am | charged: with doing’? Publishing a book that 
is @ comment npon another book. (Phatis‘all.’ 'Pheredsnh 
othercharge, express nor-implied.' “And whe %s it that’ ¢alls 
for the interference of the'law ?) A bad author whose feeling? 
aré Wounded at having: his: book’ cut lip? No: seek thing? 
the authors of these pretended Holy Seriptares have been dead 
these two thousand years, on an average with the whéelesn®: 
v They .were written and theirauthors dead beforeany thing 
was'known ‘of law'i: this country, andoby what proéess’ 
have they entwined*themselves' on: theta w“6f ‘this Gollh tty) 
sd. asto claim a protection from’ comment ? Are wedestera 
edi from the Jews ?.| Dorwe! ct the Jews*as the! dation: 
ofany benefits we newenjoy? | Nosuct thing) weipersed Ste 
thé!nien‘and cherish! theirsbooks instewd loft protecting’ ‘the: 
menas aliens; and critismy. their books ’with’ an entighten! 
edi spirit andiailové fer truth " <frabpy lo sioveesd: en lene 
How can the writer or publisher of'a book be maliviotis; 
when “his writing ot publication hasnn rélation to’ pérsons, 
or doe’ not’ even! mention the name'of ‘a! hiving’ person » 
which tT believe isi the case with’*Palmer’s)Principles et 
Niatere,”’ at present ?: Malice mast relate to! hes ne ne 
not to''dead ones; to sensations;*net to vitamin things! 
Nothing ‘but malice could have instituted*such! a proseontion 
as:this': nothing but» meatice can (carry ithon? nothing bat 
malice can find ime guilty of malice inthe pabli cation oF this 
bowk, /4tiscthe malice of despotism tow ards the ow ine 
knowledge of the age that has instituted this prosecutions 
and it mustbe the malice of hired corraptiow ‘rhal “Bi ves ie 
countenanceaid ‘support. ; 3 ix (teeomer Miearlerns gape) 
DM yo book isowhollya moral bookyand being la Héral’ 
book itis: impossible that it can ‘producéi any other than 
mora} sensations: Acbook moré fully mérabin its 'sentimetit® 
andimnoreeffectually moral in its doctrines vever isshed fron 
the pen of man, “Let the proseeutir take'it andeoritieisedt?’ 
sentence by sentevce, and'see what’ he'can makeof ite’ He 
will not do this, no! He not only fears to'criticise’ ihiniself? 
but be fears to have. the book submitted to the publieeriti- 
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cism, to tout the bask An would be alarmed at a 
full aud. sonhewot fe gag amen itis that 
‘L feel a en ‘superiority overbim.. I .court criticism: 
I .court the mast rigid see . | exami- 
everything ofthe kind.” | cout investigations bt not 
} e court, inv n; but net 
bid «si not persecution, It bas.been said that the ob- 
ject of such prosecution is to protect the ignorant, those 
whe cannot. read: and. quderstan dian being led away by 
pipet of sucha book: but this sort of reasoning is 
as preposterous as the prosecution.. To those who cannot 
ead: and, understand, my book is a dead. letter, as well as 
any other book; and to those who ean read and understand, 
my, book carriesjmo double meaving, they cannot mistake its 
eee the proper judges for themselves as to 
what is r ng in book reading: The very idea 
of prosecuting or desiring to check theeireulation of a book 
carries malice and corrupt fear on; the! face of it. lt is.a 
species of sectarian dishonesty >) am exercise of sectarian 
- power; and is;the,same in the Pretesteatt as in the Catholies 
the. same,in the Christian as in the Turk. 

» [For, these aud. other reasons, | protest against;any further 
proceeding im tbis..Court upen this record ; first: because 
the matters concerned have no connection, with nor. identifi- 
cation; in; law ;, and second, because the, matter brought 
hefore the Court for trial .is «mere matter. of opiaion upon 
opinion, and uot a matter ef which evidence,can be given 
before. a Jury, there cari be no evidence, given of. the’ 
Book called tbe Holy Scriptures being the same .book in 
itsorelation to physical objects as that which existed in 
Judea in the Hebrew language, or in any other part of the 
world inpthe Greek language: there can be no evidence 
given of any identity by which the words Christian religion 
are known or can be kuewn as relating to physical exist- 
ences: there cau be no evidence given. of what.is averred as 
to my having incurred the high displeasure of Almighty 
God, for itis a matter beyond humap.jadgement. 

Aad above all, | protest agaiust any farther proceedings | 
upon this:record, because it charges malite upen me ite: 
out, alleging that any individual complains of injury or. 
wrong done or received: and where no injury can be prov- 
ed, much. less where it is. mot charged, mo malice can be 
proved, whieh, independent of evety are re NRT 
on mate the process. 


ye Wee — we —— ;. 
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